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As the Kewpies became more and more popular, |
» some people asked Rose to make a Kewpie doll.
Rose designed ;stample, and Kewpie dolls began to
be mass-produced in 1912, They created a sensation
around the world. The Kewpie doll stretches out its

arms with a smile. It seems to be wishing for all

s children to be happy. )
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Kewpie illustrations were another form of popular art. Kewpies were endearing,
elflike characters created by Pennsylvania-born illustrator Cecilia Rose O'Neill.
O'Neill was hired to adorn poems and stories in Ladies’ Home Journal with her
Kewpie characters.

Kewpies proved so popular that a comic strip about them emerged. The
strip depicted Kewpies as warmhearted creatures who performed good deeds.
O'Neill said the fanciful cupids were inspired by the baby brother she had cared
for as a child. By 1909 Kewpies had touched so many readers that manufactur-
ers reproduced them as paper cutouts and dolls. In one of the United States’
first commercial crazes, buyers went wild for Kewpie likenesses on tableware,
primary readers, and jewelry.
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